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NORTHWEST 


By Me.uvitte H. Harc. Part I: In- 
of the Pacific Northwest, Part I: In- 
troduction and Adephaga. Publications 
in Biology, vol. 16, pp. 1-340, 37 pl. 
University of Washington Press, Se- 
attle. December 20, 1953. $5.00. 

Most coleopterists in this country are 
aware of Professor Hatch’s recent 
travels around the country in search 
of new records of Northwestern beetles, 
and in checking types of beetles known 
to occur in this area. We have been 
anxiously awaiting for the first parts 
of this unique guide to the beetles of 
British Columbia, Washington, Idaho, 
and Oregon. The first volume treating 
the families, Cupedidae, Carabidae, 
Haliplidae, Amphizoidae, Dytiscidae, 
Gyrinidae, and Rhysodidae has ap- 
peared. The University of Washington 
Press is to be congratulated for their 
foresight in undertaking the publica- 
tion of what promises to eventually be 
a large set of volumes. The industry 
of the author is attested by the treat- 
ment of 660 species in this part, and 
an estimated 3,000 species will be 
keyed and described by the time the 
work is completed. j 

The short introduction reviews the 
author’s philosophy of systematics, 
history of the study of beetles in the 
area, including the activities of the 
coleopterists now living in the area, the 
anatomy of beetles, the geography and 
ecology of the area, and brief notes on 
introduced species, and species of eco- 
nomic importance. The remainder of 
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the work is a series of keys which in- 
clude the descriptions, range, and liter- 
ature on the genera and species. The 
volume is concluded by a bibliography, 
a set of 37 plates, and indices to ge- 
neric, subgeneric, and trivial names. 


I am not in a position to give a 
critical analysis of the treatment of 
these groups. I expect the various spe- 
cialists will quarrel with Professor 
Hatch over his treatment of one group 
or another. These things are inevitable 
in any comprehensive work. That 
spells progress. The important thing 
is that the work is now available, and 
it is much, much easier to improve an 
existing work than to write the origi- 
nal. I for one hope that the details of 
the book will be carefully studied and 
all corrections sent to the author 
promptly so that the supplement which 
he plans to include with the final vol- 
ume will be as complete as possible. 


Now that the precedent has been set, 
let us hope that others will undertake 
similar projects for other areas so that 
eveutually we will have guides to the 
entire continent. Professor Hatch has 
demonstrated that it is not an impos- 
sible task, although I am sure he will 
admit that it is not easy. 


Realizing the difficulty of meeting 
the printers bill perhaps more than 
most of my readers, I parenthetically 
suggest that an order for this volume 
directed to the publisher by each of 
you would help insure the completion 
of this work! 
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